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The draft of the original version of this 

guide was produced by the Paspaley 
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Peter Bracher. The natural pearl 

classification sections were 
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in cooperation with the CIBJO Pearl

Commission and completed by GPTLB’s 

successor the Bahrain Institute for Pearls 
and Gemstones (DANAT).
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A brief overview of progress

• All meetings have been via Zoom video 
conferencing with e-mail and other 
messaging applications in between.

• Currently at 268 educational pages of 
illustrated pearl information

• Hundreds of potential images
• Covers all natural and cultured pearl 

producing (present and historic) bodies of 
water and the pearls produced







The guide describes and illustrates 

43 pearl-producing saltwater 

nacreous and non-nacreous 

bivalves in alphabetical order, many 

of which will be new to even those 

involved professionally in the pearl 

industry. It also describes 23 pearl-

producing saltwater nacreous and 

non-nacreous univalves, followed by 

27 freshwater bivalves that are 

producers of nacreous (sometimes 

non-nacreous) natural and cultured 

pearls, as well as natural blisters, 

blister pearls and cultured blisters.



Important Facts

NACREOUS SALTWATER NATURAL PEARLS

NACREOUS FRESHWATER NATURAL PEARLS

NON-NACROUS NATURAL PEARLS

NACREOUS SALTWATER CULTURED PEARLS

NACREOUS FRESHWATER CULTURED PEARLS





BASRA PEARLS

Historically, mostly among Indian traders, saltwater natural pearls sourced from the Persian Gulf

have been referred to as "Basra pearls”. The majority of these pearls were fished from the waters of

Bahrain, Qatar, Kuwait, UAE, and Oman and were renowned for their exceptional beauty and high

lustre. These pearls were transported via the port of Basrah, a town in southern Iraq, by sea on
dhows and other vessels to India, where they were processed, sorted, drilled and strung before

being sold in Europe and other markets worldwide. This practice established the trade name “Basra

Pearls”, one which remains in use to this day.

ORIENTAL PEARLS

“Oriental Pearl” is the name traditionally used for saltwater natural pearls from the Orient (broadly
including Asia and the Far-East). These pearls were considered the most beautiful of all pearls, and

had the most desirable shapes and sizes. They had a unique appearance which combined a deep

lustre and subtle colours that were visible through their translucent “skins” – this feature being

described as a pearl’s “Orient”.

IMITATIONS OF PEARLS
Imitations of pearl are products that only simulate the appearance of natural or cultured pearls. They

are not produced within the body of molluscs but are manufactured products made in factories.





IMPACT CASE STUDIES

AUSTRALIA
BAHRAIN

CHINA

FIJI

FRENCH POLYNESIA

INDONESIA
JAPAN

MEXICO

PHILIPPINES



























The Classification of Pearls

Important notice

**Currently the World Jewellery Confederation (CIBJO) does not have its own classification system

for natural or cultured pearls and it does not specifically endorse one industry system over another**.



Pearl grading is used to categorize a given harvest within its intrinsic parameters, which can and will

vary from one harvest to the next. Each harvest produces its own parameters, and categorizing a

harvest is important for the farms, in terms of both data and sales. Grading often amalgamates different

quality factors to create homogenous groups of pearls for commercialization purposes.

Pearl classification is more objective and depends on fixed parameters for each separate value factor

(regardless of harvests), ensuring that a Very good from two years ago will be a Very good today and

two years from now. Importantly, the fixed parameters should be (pearl) type-specific, reflecting each

type’s inherent ranges for a given value factor, as they do differ from one to the next.



Five Example Classification Systems

1 - Classifying Natural Pearls from Akoya complex
A system provided here by the Bahrain Institute for Pearls and Gemstones (DANAT)

2 - The GIA 7 Pearl Value Factors Classification System

A system provided here by the Gemological Institute of America

3 - Classifying Pinctada Maxima Cultured Pearls

A system provided here by Paspaley Pearling

4 - Classifying Japanese Akoya Cultured Pearls

A system provided here by Mikimoto

5 - Classifying Chinese Freshwater Cultured Pearls

A system provided here by the National Gemstone Testing Center (NGYC)































The launch 
is imminent 



Thank you
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