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A brief overview of progress

• All meetings have been via Zoom video conferencing with e-mail 
and other messaging applications in between.
• Currently at 122 educational pages of illustrated opal information
• Hundreds of potential images
• Covers all opal producing (present and historic) and the opals 

produced













1light opal faint. 2, light opal subdued. 3, light opal moderately bright. 4, light opal bright 5, light opal very bright. 
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2.3. Opal Characteristics

2.3.1. Absorbency
Absorbency in opal relates to the absorption, or loss, of 
water or another liquid by an opal either when
immersed, or exposed in air, under normal conditions. 
Absorbency varies; some opal is not very
absorbent and changes very little in mass or appearance, 
but in some cases changes to the appearance,
mass and/or stability of the opal can be dramatic.

2.3.2. Hydrophane
opal with or without play of colour that is absorbent. 
Hydrophane opal can change appearance, mass
and/or stability depending on the amount of water it 
contains at any given point in time.



2.4.3. Patterns

There are a great variety of patterns of Play 
of Colour that have been named and 

described.



Ribbon pattern

Script

Pinfire

Chaff.

Broad flash

honeycomb pattern

Cloverleaf.

Flora

digits



OPAL CLASSIFICATION CHARTS 











11.2. Important opal producing countries























11.3. Other opal producing localities (historical and current)







References are listed



Progress continues 
and a launch during 
the 2026 CIBJO 
Congress is expected.



Thank you


