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The concept of a Guide to explain jade in 
relation to the fei cui nomenclature came 
about following multiple discussions between 
Gaetano Cavalieri, the President of CIBJO, and 
Siu-kee (Kent) Wong, Managing Director of 
Chow Tai Fook Jewellery Group & 
representative of industry advisors on the Fei 
Cui project of the Gemmological Association 
of Hong Kong (GAHK); Shang I (Edward) Liu, 
Chairman of the GAHK; and Wai Chung 
(Norman) Siu, Director of the GAHK. over a 
period of three years, when the GAHK gave 
presentations during CIBJO Congresses, it was 
agreed that a guide wouldm be produced 
under the leadership of the President of the 
CIBJO Gemstone Commission, Charles 
Abouchar.
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A brief overview of 
progress

• All meetings have been via Zoom 
video conferencing with e-mail and 
other messaging applications in 
between.

• Currently at 81 educational pages 
of illustrated jade/fei cui 
information

• Hundreds of potential images
• Covers all jade/fei cui producing 

(present and historic) countries and 
the materials produced





The following presents a simple 
overview of the present content 
within the CIBJO Jade Guide







Understanding Fei Cui (翡翠), Jade, Jadeite, Nephrite, 
and Yu (⽟)

The following flow chart provides a perspective on the terminology and classification 
systems that generally exist between the Chinese Yu culture and non-Chinese jade 

cultures. In this chart, green text represents terminology and concepts rooted in 
Chinese gemmological and cultural contexts, while blue text reflects terms and 

classifications rooted in traditional Western gemmology,





Fei Cui (翡翠)
Fei Cui does not inherently denote quality (as both high- and 
low-quality variants exist).

Descriptions for treated or artificial materials should align 
with those of other gem materials, i.e., all artificial materials 
should be clearly described, all treatments should be
clearly stated in any descriptions,

Chinese trade names are listed and described in 
Appendix A. While this listing primarily applies to the 
Chinese market some may also be prevalent in Western 
terminology, when this is the case, these names are 
followed by an asterisk thus (*).



Appendix A, Chinese trade names





In the Chinese market, trade colour terms play a key role in the 
classification and pricing of Fei Cui. Expressions such as "Imperial 
Green" (帝王绿) and "Purple" (紫罗兰) or lavender are widely used to 
describe desirable qualities, blending visual appeal with market 
tradition. 





1.Colour

Fei Cui is colour-rich and exhibits nearly the 
full range of colours perceived by the human 
eye, including both achromatic hues and 
chromatic hues. Fei Cui is commonly 
classified into colourless-white fei cui, green 
fei cui, purple fei cui, red–yellow fei cui, blue 
fei cui, and black fei cui. 



In addition to its rich colors, another 
crucial factor behind the enduring 
appeal of fei cui is its transparency and 
texture (In Chinese trade, this is referred 
to as ZhongShui (种水), often 
abbreviated simply as Zhong (种)), which 
together impart a sense of ‘vitality.’

Transparency and 
Texture (ZHONG，种)





















White nephrite jade, known in 
Chinese as Bai Hetian Yu, 
typically exhibits a 
predominantly white body 
colour, occasionally 
accompanied by subtle hues of 
green, yellowish green, 
yellowish brown, pinkish red, or 
purple. The most esteemed 
type is referred to in the trade 
as “Mutton Fat Nephrite Jade" 
(Mutton Fat Yu), celebrated for 
its lustrous, translucent, 
creamy-white appearance and
exceptionally fine texture. This 
distinctive quality arises from a 
high magnesium content and a 
low presence of iron.



Green nephrite jade exhibits a 
range of hues from light to dark 
green, with differing levels of 
colour saturation. It may also 
show subtle secondary hues 
like grey, yellow, or blue, 
influenced by trace elements 
such as iron, chromium, and
nickel.



Cuiqing Hetian Yu (翠⻘) 
presents a light to relatively 
light vivid green hue, 
attributed to chromium 
content. The green areas 
typically cover no less than 
5% of the stone's surface and 
are commonly interspersed 
with white nephrite jade, 
creating a striking contrast.















Progress continues 
and a launch during 
the 2026 CIBJO 
Congress is expected.



Thank you


