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PRESS RELEASE

CIBJO’s just-released Pearl Special Report provides
global perspective of impacts of COVID and climate change

MILAN, ITALY: October 27, 2021 — With less than one week to go to the opening of the 2021
CIBJO Congress on November 1, 2021, the seventh of this year’s CIBJO Special Reports has been
released. Prepared by CIBJO’s Pearl Commission, headed by Kenneth Scarratt, the report
provides a broad overview of an industry that has been dealing with the dual challenges of
COVID-19 and climate change for the past two years, with perspectives from Australia,
Indonesia, French Polynesia, Mexico, Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates.
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“For while the molluscs remain blissfully unaware of the situation and continue their nacre
production come what may, travel restrictions, both local and international, along with
compliant social distancing, have resulted in many members of staff not being able to get to, or
having been stuck on farms for long periods,” writes Mr. Scarratt, relating about the effects on
the industry of the global pandemic.

Global warming and its effects on the ocean is also a massive challenge to the pearling sector,
and is an issue that is related to by contributor Pierre Fallourd, who provides insight on the
subject from the perspective of the Australian industry. “Extreme sea level events, which
previously occurred once in 100 years will be happening every year by the end of this century,”
he writes.

“Ocean acidification, shifts in marine currents and nutrients flows, as well as extreme weather
occurrences, directly challenge nacre growth productivity, resulting in smaller pearls and longer
cultivation time,” he continues.

CIBJO congresses serve as the official gathering place for the World Jewellery Confederation’s
global membership, and are also the venue for the annual meetings of CIBJO’s sectoral
commissions, where amendments can be introduced to the organisation’s definitive directories
of international industry standards for diamonds, coloured stones, pearls, gem labs, precious
metals, coral and responsible sourcing, known as the Blue Books.

The CIBJO Congress is also where the programme of World Jewellery Confederation Education
Foundation (WICEF), relating to responsible and sustainable activities in the industry and
CIBJO’s ongoing cooperation with the United Nations and its development programme is
reported upon.

To download a full copy of the CIBJO Pearl Commission’s special report, PLEASE CLICK HERE.

The 2021 CIBJO Congress will take place virtually November 1-4, 2021, and November 15-18,2021.

The congress will be conducted on the new Zoom Events platform, which allows congress delegates to
mingle and interact in a common area, between and during formal meetings.

Sessions are being timed to enable optimal attendance by delegates linking in from multiple time zones,
and thus only one or two will be held on any given day, for not more than two and half hours in total. The
proceedings will be recorded, so that those delegates who may be unable participate live will be able to
review a session after the event.

Certain of the congress sessions, including the Opening Ceremony, will open to public participation, and
registration for them will begin on October 1, 2021. Other sessions will be by invitation only.

More information is available and registration possible on the dedicated CIBJO Congress website at:
http.//www.cibjo.org/congress2021/
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CIBJO is the international jewellery confederation of national trade organisations. CIBJO's purpose is to encourage
harmonisation, promote international cooperation in the jewellery industry and to consider issues which concern
the trade worldwide. CIBJO's chief mission is to protect consumer confidence in the industry. CIBJO is the sole
jewellery industry organisation to have Special Consultative Status with the United Nation’s Economic & Social
Council (ECOSOC) and is a member of the UN Global Compact.
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